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MCQs - NCERT Geography Ch.2, Class 8th – Land, Soil, Water, Natural Vegetation 
and Wildlife Resources 
  

 (Note: Please read the summary before attempting the questions) 

 

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding land as a resource 

1. It covers only about 30% of the total area of the earth’s surface 

2. Whole population of the World occupies only 30% of land area. 

Choose the correct option from the code given below:  

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true about Soil as a resource? 

 

1. It is the thin layer of grainy substance covering the surface of the earth made up of organic 

matter, minerals and weathered rocks found on the earth. 

2. Soil quality does not depend on the parent rock. 

3. Deforestation, overgrazing, overuse of chemical fertilisers or pesticides, rain wash, landslides 

and floods are degrading the soil. 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Q3. What do you understand by Intercropping? 
  

a) In this bare ground between plants is covered with a layer of organic matter like straw. 

b) Under this different crops are grown in alternate rows and are sown at different times to 

protect the soil from rain wash. 

c) Ploughing parallel to the contours of a hill slope to form a natural barrier for water to flow 

down the slope 

d) In this rocks are piled up to slow down the flow of water. 
 

Q4. Which of the following statements are true with respect to Water as a resource? 

 

1. It is a non-renewable energy source. 

2. Only 1% of freshwater is available and fit for human use. 

3. Water can neither be added nor subtracted from the earth, thus its total volume remains 

constant. 
 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 
 

a) 1 only  

b) 1, 2 and 3  

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 
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Q5. Which of the following is/are true about forests? 

1. As the amount of moisture decreases the size of trees and their density reduces. 

2. In Tundra vegetation, plants have deep roots and leaves with thorny and waxy surface to 

reduce loss of moisture through transpiration. 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is correct: Land covers only 30% of the total area and 70% of the area is covered 

by oceans.  

Statement 2 is incorrect: 90% of the world population occupies only 30% of land area. The 

remaining 70% of the land is either sparsely populated or uninhabited.  

 

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: Soil is defined as the thin layer of grainy substance covering the surface 

of the earth made up of organic matter, minerals and weathered rocks found on the earth. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Parent rock determines colour, texture, chemical properties, content, 

and permeability.  

Statement 3 is correct: All the mentioned activities deteriorate soil quality as well as quantity.  

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Option (a) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Mulching. 

Option (c) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Contour Ploughing.  

Option (d) is incorrect: The given statement is the definition of Rock dams.   

Intercropping is a type of farming practice under which different crops are grown in alternate 

rows and are sown at different times to protect the soil from rain wash.  
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Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Water is a renewable energy source.  

Statement 2 and statement 3 are factually correct statements.  Out of all the water present in 

form of rivers, glaciers, oceans, vapour etc. only 1% is available and fit for human use and the 

total volume of water remains constant on the earth. It can just change its form from one to 

another.  

Q5. Answer- (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Moisture availability is directly related to size and density of trees. This 

can be verified from forest types also. Most dense forests are evergreen forests which are found in 

equatorial climate having maximum rainfall. On the contrary deserts have least dense vegetation. 

Thorny shrubs and scrubs grow in dry areas of low rainfall. In such areas plants have deep roots 

and leaves with thorny and waxy surface reduce loss of moisture through transpiration. Hence 

statement 2 is incorrect.  

.  

 

 


